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Sir: 



I, CURTIS SILLER, hereby declare as follows: j 

i 

1. I am the Chief Technology Office of Rivulet Communications, ijnc., 7S Rochester 
Avenue, Portsmouth, New Han^shire, 03801-2852, the assignee of t^ present patent 

I 
I 

application. 

2. [ recdved a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from the University ofTenpe&see, 

3. 1 have reviewed the present application, the non-final Office Acrion o: 
and U,S. Patent No. 6,141,355 to Palmer. 

4. The methods, devices, and systems of the claims in the present application relate to 
reducing contention tor a network device. 
5v Contention is a term used to describe a situation when isultiple nodes are permitted to 
transmit to the same network device («?.^'., LAN switch) at the same time, Thjus; in a contention 
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^discarded 



situation, multiple transmitting nodes are competing for the same oqtpu: 
resulting in queuing and/or dropping of network pstckets at the network device: 

6, Collision is a term used' to describe a situation when two devices ajttenipt 
over the same network at the same time^, resulting in the data being i 
networks often use mechanisms to either prevent coiiisions or to detect 
collisions. For example, lEthemet networks often use Ihe Carricrl 
Access/Collision Detection (C$MA/CD) network access method defining 
respond when multiple devices attempt to use a data channel simuttanebusly 
data collision. According to CSMA/CD, if multiple devices transmit ai o|nce, 
and each device will stop trans^nitting and wait time before attempting to rbtraiismit 

7. Thus, contention and collisions are distinct concepts within the fielij of 
communications. Further, it is well known in this field that a technique for 
on a network would not necessarily reduce contention for any device on thb nejtwork. 
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1 hereby declare that all statements made herein of my ovyn knowledge arp true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; ^nd further that these 
statements were made with the! knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of llitle 18 c|f the United States 
Code and that such willful falsje statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
patent issued thereon. 
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Curtis Sillcr 
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